Name Game

Lesson description:  You will teach your dog to come when you call their name.
Learning goals:  Your dog learns that coming when you say their name means good things happen.

Preparation: 2 or more players, really good bite sized treats (the dog should be able to eat them quickly), a dog and a room.

Training plan:

Level 1:

· Each person playing has some high value treats tucked in a pocket.

· Take turns calling the dog's name.  

· One person will say the dog's name. When the dog comes they will give the dog a treat. 

· As soon as the dog gets the treat, another person calls the dog. Repeat 5 times.

· Take a break.

· Play again in 5-10 minutes. This is a good game to play during commercial breaks.

Level 2: Adding distance

· Once the dog is coming well, have all the players take one step back. 

· Every time the dog is successful 5 times at one distance, players take one step back.

· If the dog makes more than 2 mistakes then move closer together (this sets the dog up for success).

· Keep distractions to a minimum. 

Level 3: Adding distractions

· By now, the dog should be eager to come when it hears its name called.

· Move close together as in level 1.

· Add a minor distraction, such as low value toy on the floor. 

· Continue to add distractions, one at a time.

· Add more desirable distractions- such as favorite toys.

Level 4: Add distractions and distance

· Repeat level 3, starting with minor distraction, and take one step back.

· Continue the process as you did in Level 2.  

Things to consider:

· If the dog is not coming when called:

· Do not repeat the dog’s name.

· Move closer together.

· Remove the distraction.

· Use a higher value treat.

· If the dog goes to a player that did not say the dog’s name, that player is to ignore the dog.

· If the dog really isn't interested in the game, the person calling the dog may need to move and make himself or herself more exciting.  Then give the dog a treat and stop the game.

· It is important to stop the game before the dog loses interest.

· Once you have practiced with distance and distractions, practice in different rooms of the house. 

· The next step is to put the dog on a longer leash and move to the backyard. Repeat the levels above. A longer leash helps to keep the dog in a smaller area, and confined so they cannot run off.

